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ENCOURAGEMENT TO ADOPT A
NONSECTARIAN OUTLOOK AND CONCLUDING

ADVICE

About fifty of my disciples gathered. They included the learned, pure,
and most noble Tsegye Lama, the hermit of Ponmo Cave, and many
others from the different traditions of Tibetan Buddhism—Sakya,
Geluk, Nyingma, Drukpa Kagyu, and so on—all of whom had given
up the worldly life to dwell and practice in solitude.

I addressed them, “Fortunate ones, generally the stream of
teachings from our kind, compassionate, and most precious Buddha
are passed as if lighting many candles from a single flame. In the
arya land of India, the teaching spread and came to include the
eighteen schools of the shravakas,1 whereas in the snowy land of
Tibet, we find the distinctive flavors of Sakya, Geluk, Nyingma, the
Kagyu schools of Drukpa, Drikung, and Dakpo, Shije, Chöd, Jonang,
Bodongpa, and so on, each with its unique flavor and yet all
committed to the fundamental teaching of Buddha. This much is
obvious to a learned person, a well-practiced yogin who through
learning and reasoning is familiar with the definitive meaning of
Dharma. Should he analyze, he will find that all these traditions
come down to a single point. As Amitabha Buddha in the guise of a
saffron-clad monk, Panchen Lobsang Chogyi Gyaltsen wrote:



The Connate Union,2 Amulet Box,3 Fivefold,4 Single
Taste,5 the Four Syllables,6 Pacification,7 Cutting,8 the
Great Perfection, the Quintessential Meditation
instructions of Madhyamaka,9 and so on, each has their
unique name and presentation, yet when a yogin skilled in
the definitive meaning through reasoning and citation,
who also has the experience of practice, investigates, he
sees that they all come to the same intention.10

Drukpa Kunleg said:

When a learned person looks at Dzogchen, Mahamudra,
and Madhyamaka, he sees that they come down to the
same thing. Those idiots who reject this, favoring one
meditation over another, abandon the Dharma.

And Je Kalden Gyatso said:

Have conviction in all the different Buddhist traditions of
Sakya, Gaden, the earlier or later translations, as they
each have profound and sublime methods of awakening.

Don’t denigrate any; rather develop respect for them
all.

“It is completely unacceptable to harbor a biased attitude toward
the various traditions of Buddhism and those who practice them.
These prejudices motivated by the destructive emotions of
attachment and aversion lead to biased action, both good and bad.
They also lead to contempt and a complete lack of respect toward a
particular instruction of Buddha, leading you to criticize it and
commit the worst karmic action—abandoning the Dharma. As the
lordly Yeshe Gyaltsen stated:

To think my tradition is correct and that every other
position and practice is wrong is the mark of a fool.



The sutras teach that acts of disparaging and abandoning the
Dharma result in the most excruciating suffering. They advise
avoiding such action even at the cost of your life.

“We should follow this advice along with the four greatnesses of
the lam-rim teaching as found in Tsongkhapa’s The Great Treatise
on the Stages of the Path to Enlightenment,11 the greatness of
showing how all teachings of Buddha are free from contradiction and
of showing how they are all instructions for practice. As the
Vajradhara Throne Holder of Reting said:

To recognize everything that arises in your mind is the
mark of a good view. To this effect, we Gelukpas who
dwell on Gaden Mountain, our elders, the Nyingmapas,
those who live in Sakya, and so on, each have a similar
outlook.

Buddha spoke of a similarity in outlook and view; through the
practice instructions of the lordly Tsongkhapa, his intent becomes
very clear.

“All the different tenet systems and lineages throughout Tibet have
a similar intent—they are all instructions of Buddha—and we should
develop an unbiased, mutual appreciation for them all. This is very
important, as Panchen Lobsang Yeshe12 said:

There are many tenets throughout Central Tibet, Tsang,
and down into Ngari. All of them are Buddhist; as such do
not give strength to the evil devil of sectarianism but
rather allow the beautiful jewel light of pure vision to
encapsulate them all.

The vidyadhara Gangshar Rangdrol13 wrote:

These days there are many Buddhist traditions and tenet
systems; they are all, however, the teaching of Buddha
and comprise a single path to awakening. Don’t throw



about your needless criticism. Isn’t it better to appreciate
them all?

Gwalwong Je14 said:

One way to subdue your mind is to develop a
nonsectarian and pure view. This training will cause your
outlook to become completely unbiased and pure.

Yangonpa mentioned:

Without clairvoyance, it is very difficult to say who is a
sublime person and who isn’t. It’s far better to avoid
insulting anyone, to have a positive outlook, and develop
a pure view.

The Venerable Yeshe Gyaltsen said:

The development of pure view toward all, especially those
who practice the Dharma, should be a primary concern
for us.

The Victorious Gendun Drup15 wrote:

Generally, reflect on the kindness of all; and in particular,
have a pure outlook toward those who practice the
Dharma.

Panchen Lobsang Chogyi Gyaltsen wrote:

On occasion the activities and biographies of the sublime
lie beyond the comprehension of us ordinary folk. To
avoid the extremely negative actions that arise in
dependence upon one’s own shortsightedness—
particularly that of criticizing and abandoning the exalted
ones and their teaching—it is my, Chogyi Gyaltsen’s wish,



that the jewel light of pure view toward all may come to
pervade everywhere.

“To summarize: Buddha, the greatest of spiritual friends, gave the
most appropriate instructions to each and every being throughout
space. His collected discourse is, as you might imagine, as deep as
the oceans—very difficult to fathom.

“Within this vast ocean, some become partial toward one specific
teaching and, not understanding the bigger picture, become biased—
who would call such a person learned?

“Persons are of varying capacities, some great and others not;
based upon these differences, we find a variety of spiritual ways that
may seem contradictory at times. Essentially, they are classified into
sutra and tantra—a classification within which certain instructions
may appear to be in opposition to others. To resolve these issues and
see the enlightened intent behind them, it is vital to rely upon the
complete word of Buddha, the enlightened commentaries of past
masters, and the instructions of your gurus.

“In Tibet, we find much acceptance and rejection of the Buddha’s
teaching, some good and some bad. We should, however, remember
the big picture—the eighty-four thousand instructions—and give up
ideas of rejecting the Dharma!

“Some of little aptitude may examine the teachings of Buddha and
wonder when will I complete this and realize them all? Such an idea
is comparable to an attempt to measure the sky or a thought to pile
up stones and reach the sun.

“A doctor doesn’t use all his medical knowledge and medicine to
cure just one person; he heals them all. Similarly, the discourse of
Buddha isn’t just for one being; it is for all.

“Just because one teaching doesn’t suit a particular individual, it
doesn’t mean it won’t help anyone. There isn’t a single teaching of
Buddha that’s harmful; as such there isn’t a single instruction to
abandon.

“An instruction that is beneficial for one individual doesn’t mean it
is helpful for all. Such thought would ruin the application of the



Buddha’s teaching and would prove harmful for all.
“To quench your thirst, there is no need to drink the entire stream;

a few mouthfuls will suffice. Similarly, liberation can be achieved by
practicing a few Dharma instructions; there is no need to practice
them all.

“‘Unless all dharmas are practiced, liberation can’t possibly be
won!’ You may feel this, but you should know that not all of the
eighty-four thousand teachings of Buddha were translated into
Tibetan. As they’ll need to be translated, you’d best set off for India
right away!

“For the most part, the learned and realized masters of India and
Tibet achieved liberation through the practice of a single instruction.
I implore those who cry that they need a hundred such instructions
to read the thousands of biographies of the masters of old. Does a
single one mention their not achieving liberation?

“Realize that all teachings of Buddha are free from contradiction;
allow them all to arise as practical instructions. This way you’ll easily
find the intent of the Buddha and avoid the greatest of negative
actions, the abandonment of the Dharma.

“How wondrous it is, children of my heart, to be harmonious and
have an impartial and pure appreciation for all teachings of Buddha;
it is like being at a joyous gathering. Having entered the path of the
sutras, tantras, and pith instructions, rest assured that your
destination, the pleasing city of liberation, is close at hand.

“Having entered the great path of the sutras, tantras, and pith
instructions, the pleasant journey to the city of liberation will soon be
over.

“At this most sacred of mountains,16 a place blessed by many
accomplished ones, I, the Buddhist practitioner Tsogdruk Rangdrol,
have given you, my pure and most fortunate disciples, these sublime
teachings.”


