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THE NON-SECTARIAN ROLE OF 
H.E. CHOGYAL NAMKHAI NORBU RINPOCHE (1938-2018) 

 
Over the years Merigar has played host to the teachings of some of the most 
important Masters of all the Tibetan Lineages, starting from 1990 when His 
Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama inaugurated the Shang Shung Institute 
founded in 1989 by H.E. Chögyal Namkhai Norbu Rinpoche. 
 
H.E. Chögyal Namkhai Norbu Rinpoche invited the following masters in 
Merigar West: 
 
1995 
H.H. Drubwang Penor Rinpoche, the 11th Throne-Holder of Palyul Lineage, 
The 3rd Padma Norbu, The 3rd Supreme Head of Nyingma Lineage, conferred 
the Bodhisattva Vows and the Initiation of the Konchok Jidus, a series of terma 
teachings hidden by Guru Padmasambhava and rediscovered by Rigzin Jatsun 
Nyingpo. 
He bestowed the Transmission and commentary of the Phowa practice of 
Namchoe Migyur Dorje. 
He also bestowed the Initiation and explanation of the "The Sole Kilaya of the 
Sacred Bond of the Heart", a mind treasure. 
His Holiness conferred an elaborate Zhitro Initiation together with a very full 
explanation of the origin and benefits of this practice of the Peaceful and 
Wrathful Deities, followed by the Empowerment of the Vajrakilaya of Ratna 
Lingpa, which His Holiness explained was the essence of countless sadhanas 
of Vajrakilaya.  
 
1995 
H.H. the 12th Chamgon Kenting Tai Situ Rinpoche, Throne-Holder of Palpung 
Karma Kagyu Lineage (One of the Four Gyalwa Yabse: Shamar Rinpoche, Tai 
Situ Rinpoche, Jamgon Kontrul Rinpoche, Gyaltsab Rinpoche). 
His Holiness performed the Propitiatory Ceremony on the Site for the Great 
Stupa of Merigar. 
He bestowed “The Aspiration Prayer of Mahamudra” by the 3rd Gyalwa 
Karmapa, Rangjung Dorje, and “The Thirty Seven Bodhisattva Practices” by 
Acharya dNgol-chu Thogs-med bZang-po. 
 
1996 
H.H. the 12th Gyalwang Drukpa Rinpoche, the Supreme Throne-Holder of the 
Drukpa Kagyu Lineage. 
He received all the transmission of both the Kagyu and Nyingma Lineages, and 
he is a great practitioner of Mahamudra and Dzogchen and an he is a strong 
active exponent of the Rimé Movement. 
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His Holiness bestowed the “Initiation of Chakrasamvara” and other Drukpa 
Kagyu teachings. 
 
1997 
H.E. Yongdzin Lopon Tenzin Namdak Rinpoche, Holder of the Yungdrung Bon 
Lineage, bestowed the Dzogchen Transmission according to the Yetri Tasel, a 
teaching deriving from the Dharmakaya, which is contained in the Bönpo 
Kangyur. 
Rinpoche based his explanations on the commentary of Drenpa Namkha who 
was one of the twenty-five disciples of Guru Rinpoche. Rinpoche used Drenpa 
Namkha’s commentary called “The Offering of the Explanation of the Base”. 
It was the first time this teaching has been taught in the West. 
H.E. Yongdzin Lopon Tenzin Namdak Rinpoche, before leaving Merigar, 
consecrated the new stupa of Merigar with the rab ne ceremony. 
 
1998 
H.E. Drubwang Tsokny Rinpoche, who is a Rimé Master, both Drukpa Kagyu 
and Nyingma, and Holder of the Tsoknyi Lineage, based on Ratna Lingpa’s 
terma, consecrated the Great Stupa of Merigar. 
 
1998 
H.H. Kyabgon Gongma Trichen Rinpoche, 41st Sakya Trizin, Supreme 
Throne-Holder of the Sakya Lineage, together with H.E. Chögyal Namkhai 
Norbu Rinpoche, performed the Final Consecration of the Great Stupa of 
Merigar. 
His Holiness taught the “Parting from the Four Attachments”. 
 
2007 
Chögyal Namkhai Norbu and Lama Denys, who is a direct spiritual heir of H.H. 
Kalu Rinpoche the First, signed the Dam Drog or Samaya Fellowship that 
unites the Dzogchen Community and the Congregation Sangha Rimay 
Shangpa Kagyu, founded by Lama Denys.  
As an external expression of the friendship, Karmaling, one of the main centers 
of the Sangha Rimay Shangpa Kagyu Congregation in France, even has a 
smaller replica of the Merigar Gönpa.  
 
2009 
H.E. Sögyal Rinpoche taught “The Essence of the Heart of the Tibetan Book 
of Living and Dying” and “A look at the Buddhist wisdom of Tibet and its view 
of life and death”. 
 
2011 
Lama Tsultrim Allione - the first American to be ordained as a Tibetan Buddhist 
nun by H.H. the 16th Karmapa - has been recognised as an emanation of 
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Machig Labdrön. She is the founder and spiritual guide of Tara Mandala 
Sangha in USA. 
H.E. Chögyal Namkhai Norbu Rinpoche authorized her to teach and transmit 
his Chod. 
During her Chod retreat she taught "Feeding Your Demons". 
 
2013  
H.E. Chögyal Namkhai Norbu Rinpoche and Lama Tsultrim Allione officially 
signed a Dam Trog or Samaya Fellowship between the sangha of Dzogchen 
Community and Tara Mandala.  
 
2014 
Naljorma Lama Tsultrim Allione guided a retreat where she taught the outer, 
inner and secret aspects of the Song of the Vajra. 
 
2015 
H.E. Gyalwa Dokhampa Shedrub Nyima, the Ninth Khamtrul Rinpoche, 
Dongyud Palden of the Drukpa Kagyu Lineage, with H.E. Drubwang Tsokny 
Rinpoche, accompanied by the Yogi Tokden Achoe and Yogi Tokden Tutop 
Nyima bestowed the Empowerment of “Tilopa’s Upadesha of Mahamudra: the 
Gangama”. 
 
2016 
Chögyal Namkhai Norbu gave the name Shangpa Master to Lama Denys 
Teundroup in recognition of the fact that he is a holder of the Shangpa Kagyu 
Lineage.  
The Rimay (Rimé) Shangpa Kagyu Congregation and the Dzogchen 
Community have cooperated in different ways for a long time. 
 
2017 
Shangpa Master Lama Denys Teundroup taught an Open Mindfulness 
Training. 
H.E. Drugu Chögyal Rinpoche, a Drukpa Kagyu Master, and famous Tibetan 
artist, painted the Twelve Primordial Masters in “The Temple of the Great 
Contemplation”, the Merigar Gonpa. 
Other Masters who have been invited by H.E. Chögyal Namkhai Norbu 
Rinpoche to teach in Merigar were: Dorzong Rinpoche, Ontul Rinpoche, Ayang 
Rinpoche, Trogawa Rinpoche, Sey Rinpoche. 


